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STP215 Utopia and Dystopia 3:0:3
This course explores positive and negative visions of the future - utopias and
dystopias. We will consider how developments in science and technology promise
profound changes to society, the environment, to our health, what we value as
communities and as individuals, and to our fundamental ideas of the human self.
Thinking about the promise and perils of future technological developments and
the kind of world that might result raises many important questions. How might
we think about the future? Can we rally predict the impacts of science and
technology? In what ways do we construct utopias and dystopias? What is the role
of art, literature and science in developing our perceptions of the future benefits
and risks of technological development? How might science and technology affect
our aspirations for free, just and peaceful societies? And what are our visions of
our future selves? What will it mean to be human as our knowledge of genetics
and our abilities to manipulate the world and ourselves at the nanoscale develops?
We will consider these issues philosophically, but they are not only philosophical
issues. They are of direct relevance to, indeed are already being considered by,
scientists , the public, artists, and policy—makers, as they attempt to find ways to

respond to, manage, and create visions of scientific and technological change.
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